#16 Zenith St.
Rim-View Park, Marikina City

20 May 2009

Dear Everybody,

Since the time I received Boying’s letter dated Nov. 15, 2008, I have felt a wish to visit the newly renovated Marikina Health Office to see for myself where our donations went and  to find out the progress towards the setting up of  Fresenius –built dialysis machines. I had the rare opportunity to realize my wish this morning and here is my report  on it:
The Marikina Health Office is something every  Marikenian can be proud of- it is  ultra modern, spick and span, well equipped, and above all, pretty busy.  I went directly to the office of its head, Dr. Alberto Herrera, to introduce myself and tell my mission. He readily stood up and (bless his good soul!), he toured me from the fourth to the ground floors . He showed me each section and what it is for. I was so disturbed by this gesture that I kept telling him I could do the tour alone.  In response,  he said he was just returning the favor done by  my son Edgar and his wife Bobong  when his group visited the health facilities in Singapore.

I found countless modern  machines for diagnosis and treatment and according to Dr. Herrera, there will be  an ultra-sound  machine and a birthing clinic pretty soon.  When I asked about the dialysis machines, he said the section for them is still under construction and hopefully to be inaugurated  in  July 2009.   He said each patient will have to be charged a little bit over 1,000  pesos  for every session.  Isn’t that amazing? 
When you come home as balik-bayans, don’t fail to include a visit to the Marikina Health Center in your itinerary . Perhaps we can request Dr. Herrera  to have the Marikina Mahal Kita  Foundation engraved somewhere in the building for the future generations of  Marikenians to emulate.  O-di ba?

Boying, pleaser give my regards to your Mother and siblings, Junior and  Des who were my pupils in the Marikina Elementary School.  Thanks.   

 Yours sincerely,

Ellen/Ditse     
